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 June 28, 1969: Justice and Equity in Human Relations 
The Stonewall Riots occur in Greenwich Village in New York City, catapulting the battle 
for the rights of gay, lesbian, bisexual, transgender, and queer (LGBTQ) people into the 
public eye. More than forty years later, many GLBT people still do not have equal rights 
of marriage or adoption, and unequal access to necessary health care services and 
pregnancy options. Find out more.  

 
 
Fall  

 October 1, 1976: Right of Conscience and Use of the Democratic Process 
The Indian Health Care Improvement Act is signed into law, giving tribes the right to 
manage or control Indian Health Service programs, ending programs of forced 
sterilization. Various studies have revealed that, between the years of 1970 and 1976, 
the Indian Health Service sterilized between 25 and 50 percent of Native American 
women. Find out more.  

 
 October 16, 1916: Words and Deeds of Prophetic Women and Men  

Margaret Sanger and her sister, Ethel Byrne, opened the first U.S. birth control clinic in 
Brooklyn, New York, offering counseling, birth control information, and supplies to 
local women. Nine days later, the police close the clinic and arrest Sanger, Burne, and 
their staff under charges of “maintaining a public nuisance.” Their arrest and 
subsequent conviction introduced the controversy to the public, generating both 
supporters and wider opposition. Find out more.  

 
 October 19-22, 1967: Search for Truth and Meaning 

The first of its kind in Unitarian Universalism, the annual Fall Conference of the Liberal 
Religious Educators Association (LREDA) focuses on sex and sexuality and provides 
members with resources for talking about these issues with parents and youth. In the 
context of the sexual revolution of the 1960s, Unitarian Universalist religious educators 
around the country had been asked questions by youth and their parents that they did 
not know how to answer. The conference resulted, in part, with the idea for a faith-
based curriculum that addressed real life issues emerging for UU young people, which 
evolved into “About Your Sexuality” (AYS), launched in 1970, and subsequently “Our 
Whole Lives” (OWL). Immediately controversial, AYS was subject to a court case on 
obsenity and also drew public fire from Lenore Romney, wife of a cabinet member of 
then-president Richard Nixon and mother of 2012 presidential candidate Mitt Romney. 
Find out more.  
 

 September 4-15, 1995: Interdependent Web of All Existance 
The United Nation’s Fourth World Conference on Women is held in Beijing, China. The 
conference established, on an international scale, that environmental justice is 
“necessary for the health and wellbeing of women.” Beyond food security and safe 
drinking water, the Beijing Declaration asked nations to provide universal health care, 
reporting on women’s health risks as related to the environment, projects to promote 
gender equality, and education and services on reproductive rights and 
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isolate or pit important social issues against each other, rather it works to promote these 
rights across many areas, including comprehensive sex education, economic justice, ending 
violence against women, LGBTQ equality, and racial justice. 
 

1. From your experience, describe the social, political, economic, and spiritual conditions in 
which you raised/would like to raise/believe are important to raising healthy children. 
 

2.  How does/can the religious community and government create and sustain those 
healthy conditions?    

 
3. How can we support a woman when the desired conditions are not in place? How can 

we support her sense of worth and dignity when things are less than ideal? 
 

Likes & Wishes 
 
Closing Words: 
 
Seek for the spirit of life that is within you; 
that you might know more fully its power and strength. 
Seek for the spirit of life that surrounds you; 
that you might know more fully its connection to you. 
Seek for the spirit of life that is within others; 
that you might enter more fully into the community 
that embraces us, this day and every day. 
 
- Elizabeth M. Strong 
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Collegial Letter to Unitarian Universalist Ministers 

 

Dear Ministerial Colleagues, 

“Where did the churches go?  We had so much support back in the 60’s and 70’s 
but not so much anymore. What ever happened to the churches...?” 

Back in 2009, I attended the National Abortion Federations annual conference.  I found 
myself chatting with Robin “Rocket Woman” Rothrock. When I introduced myself as a 
clergy-person-in-training, she smiled and said “Oh wonderful!.”  And then, she asked me, 
“Where did the churches go…?” 

In the 1970’s, Robin founded Hope Medical Group in Shreveport, LA in order to serve a 
large area of the South spanning Texas, Louisiana, and Arkansas where there was no 
abortion provider.  On opening day of Hope Medical Group, she was met with 1000 
protesters and six patients.   

“You know, I consider what I do a ministry,” said Robin.   “So do I,” I replied. 

 

Unitarian Universalists have a long history supporting women’s rights.  Susan B. Anthony 
attended my grandparents’ church in Rochester, NY.  Roe vs. Wade was forged in the 
basement of First Unitarian Dallas.  However, in recent years, in midst of polarization and 
controversy, we have drifted away from making these issues a priority.  The last time 
General Assembly considered a major statement in this arena was in 1993, nearly 20 years 
ago!  

Thanks to courageous activists, led by women of color, we know that women and families 
need so much more than choice and abortion:  women need reproductive justice.  
Reproductive justice calls on us to focus on the right to have children, the right not to have 
children, the right to parent children in safe and healthy communities, and the right to live 
fully into their sexuality.  The reproductive justice movement embraces the wide range of 
experiences women have with their bodies, pregnancy, childbearing, and parenting.  It 
takes much more than laws to create a just and compassionate world—it requires us to 
move beyond the safety of privacy, to share our stories and our struggles in order 
understand and provide the kind of support so many of us need.  

Have you ever preached and included a story about a woman struggling with an unplanned 
pregnancy, struggling with feelings of doubt and grief?  Afterwards men and women 
approach you after the service with tears in their eyes and a quiet ‘thank you.’   

 

Have you ever led a liturgy where women shared the stories of their reproductive lives?  
Stories of births, abortions, stillborns, adoptions, fetal anomalies, infertility, genetic 
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Resources for Pastoral Care 
 

 

Clergy for Choice  
Religious Coalition for Reproductive Choice 
 
Clergy Aloud 
Faith Aloud  
 
After-Abortion Counseling 
Project Voice 
Exhale  
 
Professional Trainings 
Backline   
 
A Guide to Emotional and Spiritual Resolution After an Abortion 
PregnancyOptions.info 
 
Decision Assessment and Counseling in Abortion Care: Philosophy and Practice 

(chapters on Spiritual Conflict and Moral Conflict) 
Available on Amazon.com 
Alissa Perucci 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.rcrc.org/programs/clergyforchoice.cfm
http://www.faithaloud.org/faith/faith-currentprograms-clergy.php
http://www.exhaleprovoice.org/after-abortion-counseling-pro-voice-approach
http://projectvoice.org/
http://www.yourbackline.org/professional.html
http://www.pregnancyoptions.info/emotional&spiritual.htm
Decision%20Assessment%20and%20Counseling%20in%20Abortion%20Care:%20Philosophy%20and%20Practice
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Resources for Sermons and Worship 
 
Want to add a resource to add to the list? Let us know! Email womensissues@uua.org. 
 

Abortion and Life (Goodreads.com review) 
Jennifer Baumgardener 
 
Sacred Work (Google Books review) 
Tom Davis  
 

Abortion My Choice, God's Grace (Google Books review) 
Anne Marie Eggebroten  
 

Our Choices, Our Lives (Google Books review)  
Krista Jacob 
 
Doctors of Conscience: The Struggle to Provide Abortion Before and After Roe V. Wade 
Carole Joffe (Google Books review) 
 
Sacred Choices (Google Books review) 
Daniel Maguire 

 
Prayerfully Pro-Choice: Worship Resources  
Religious Coalition for Reproductive Choice 
 
Worship Resources 
Religious Institute 
 
Reproductive Justice Letters and Topics 
Religious Institute 
 
Undivided Rights: Women of Color Organize for RJ (Google Books review) 

Jael Miriam Silliman  
 
This Common Secret (Google Books review)  
Susan Wicklund, M.D 
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